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Message

From: Steve Hamilton [hamiltonsteve811@gmail.com]
Sent: 1/22/2016 3:22:31 PM

To: Berkoff, Michael [berkoff.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Allied Landfill: Progress to Cleanup, January 2016
2696712231

On Jan 22, 2016, at 10:20 AM, Berkoft, Michael <berkoff michael@epa.gov> wrote:

Your number?

From: Stephen Hamilton [mailto:hamiltonsteve811@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 7:57 PM

To: Berkoff, Michael <berkoff.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Allied Landfill: Progress to Cleanup, January 2016

Michael,
I will be available before 11 AM Eastern.

Steve

On Jan 21, 2016, at 5:22 PM, Berkoff, Michael <berkoff michael@epa.gov>
wrote:

m going to have to talk with you tomorrow. Are you available then?

From: Stephen Hamilton [mailto:hamiltonsteve811®gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 1:37 PM

To: Berkoff, Michael <berkoff.michael@epa.zov>

Subject: Re: Allied Landfill: Progress to Cleanup, January 2016

Michael,
I am back in my office now - they let me out (of jury duty) without a trial!

Steve

On Jan 20, 2016, at 10:01 PM, Berkoff, Michael
<berkoff michael@epa gov> wrote:

Thanks Steve. I'd like to talk with you about BioPath and what you have
heard about them from different folks. 'm am free tomorrow afternoon
and then Friday. Pl try to give you a call.

Thanks again,

Michael



From: Stephen Hamilton [mailto:hamiltonsteve811@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 8:56 PM

To: Berkoff, Michael <berkoff.michasl@epa.cov>

Subject: Fwd: Allied Landfill: Progress to Cleanup, January 2016

FYL
Steve

Begin forwarded message:

From: James Tiedje <tiediej@msu.edu>
Subject: Re: Allied Landfill: Progress to
Cleanup, January 2016

Date: January 20, 2016 at 9:47:26 PM EST
To: Stephen Hamilton
<hamiltonsteve811@gamail.com>

Steve, Your position is very well stated! T agree
completely. Jimt

On Jan 20, 2016, at 9:30 PM,
Stephen Hamilton
<hamiltonsteve81{@gmail com>
wrote:

Thanks Jim, that is exactly my take.
They are trying to get my watershed
council to endorse them. Our
position as of last November is
pasted below. the company has since
posted some more information on
past projects but it does not seem to
help much.

Steve

Comments on the Allied Site cleanup
plan

30 November 2015

Kalamazoo River Watershed Council
(KRWC)

Contact: Dr. Steve

Hamilton, hamilton{@kbs.msu.edu or
Jamie

McCarthy krwe(@kalamazooriver.or

24

EPA-R5-2019-004886_0002717



Members of the KRWC Board of
Directors attended each of the recent
public meetings on the Allied Site
cleanup. We also invited
representatives from Biopath
Solutions to explain their ideas at a
board meeting.

We feel that the EPA’s alternative 2d
is an acceptable compromise
between the CERCLA guidelines
and the community’s desire to
redevelop part of the site. However
for the extra funding needed beyond
the $48 million left in the trust for
the Allied Site, we would not support
drawing from the other part of the
bankruptcy settlement. Those funds
are directed to "the dischargability of
injunctive environmental obligations
at non-debtor-owned property,"
which refers to the rest of the
Superfund Site downstream of the
Allied Site. River remediation and
restoration in the Kalamazoo River
mainstem continue to be hampered
by inadequate funding, and those
funds would best be applied there,
where PCBs continue to be a
problem in fish and the people and
wildlife that consume them.
Regarding the proposal by Biopath
Solutions, naturally we would be
enthusiastically supportive of an in-
situ process to degrade PCBs in
contaminated soils and sediments.
Yet we have not been able to learn
enough about Biopath’s specific
methods or past projects to endorse
their proposal, nor are we aware of
any such approach with a proven
track record for a large-scale
situation like the Allied Site. As far
as we are aware the company has
only provided information on one of
the 30+ projects where they say have
used their technology so far, and that
information lacks detail. Perhaps
their technology is worthy of support
as a pilot study on a laboratory
benchtop or small field scale, if it is
judged by EPA scientists to show
promise, but we would advise
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against committing to their approach
at the present time given the lack of
evidence that it would achieve
remediation goals.

On Jan 20, 2016, at
9:26 PM, James
Tiedje
<tiedjiej@msu.eduy>
wrote:

Steve, Based on two
phone calls from the
kalamazoo Gazette
reporter both

John Quensen and I
looked into what
BioPath offers and
could not find much
of substance. I did in
the call relate our
experiences with over
20 years of research
on PCB
biodegradation. Of
course I can’t be
completely dismissive
of what they might
have because they
have not revealed
much, but

I'm skeptical because
this is such a tough
substrates for
microbes to attack
and to make it worse
the particle fiber and
clay make it an even
tougher problem.

Jimt

On Jan
20
2016,
at 4:54
PM,
Stephe
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Hamilt
on

<hamil
tonstev
e811@
gmail.c

I've
been
trying
to see
someth
ing I
can
trust in
this
compa
ny’s
propos
al, but
frankly
I've
had
trouble
. Isee
that
WMU
K
reache
d out
to you.
What
do you
think?

Steve

s e o
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